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PREFACE: 


I Heve been ſo loth to inetrrupt the D:ſcourſe of publick Things, that I have run ths 
Volume to an unuſual Length; but there is a Neceſſity of ending it bere.” 

I ſbail make ns Scruple to tell you, I think this Vo'ume the beſt qual if'd to in- 
form the Readers, of the Affair on the Ncnth-Side of Britain, of any thing at lraft that 
I bave wrote; [ was not un/enſfible. when 1 entred on the Particulars of the Union, that it 
would cloy the wandering Humdiir of this Age, who bate to- dwell upon « thing, tho? of 
nover ſo great Moment ;, nay, ſo eager they are to ſee Novelty, that when they are 
beſt pleaſed with a Sulje& in its Beginning, yet they will never have Patience to hear 
zt out. | 
However, I was content to bear the Readers of this Paper cry'it wes dull, ſce them 

throw it by without Reading, anid bear them ſay, be fo dong on' the Union, bc- 
cauſe be has natbing «lſe te ſay ; and in ſhort, al Manner of Contempt bas been thrown 
upon it, not becauſe the Aﬀair of the Union was net-worth recording,” or was in it 
ſelf uſelſs ; but Union, Union, notbing bus Union for four Months together glutted 
their Fancy, and pell'd the Modiſbneſr of the Towns Humour, and ſs the peor Review 
loſt its Faculty of pleafing Ton. | 

And now 1 am to.tell you, that I value this Volume for that very thing, for which 
it loft ſo much of the common Opinien———Nor 3s this Value T tut wpon it meerly my 
own, I bave the Approbation of that valuable few, whoſe Fudgment I have. Reaſon to 
eftcem, and with which I am abundantly contented — The former-Volumes pleas'd the 
Readers of the Day batter than this, and thet will pleaſe the Readers of . Futurity better 
than they; and thus what T loft in the Shire, 1 ſhall find in the Hundred, and I am 
very wel contented. .. - \. -. | 

I am not going «bout to panegyrick upon my owntW/ork intbiz,but to anſwer ſame of the 
i numerable Cavils, which generally attach me in every thing I do— And this is one ;; 
IWhet a P—x does this Fellow pretend #0, ſay: 4 warm Gentleman, with a Band on, at 
« publick, Coffee- Houſe not far from Newgate-Screet, be has been in Scotland chi; 
Twelve-Month, and be pretends to write 4 Paper in Loodon ; what can b: ſay to any 
thing, either in its Time or to any. Purpoſe? . 

Really, Gentlemen, I was under the Inconvenience of Diſtance of Place, and ſuffer'd 
ſome Reproach which could net be avoided, particularly when a Review was publiſh'd,' 
making ſome ConjeFures about the Siege of Thoulon, and which in Spight of a Per- 
ſon's Care who pretended to reviſe it, that very Paper was printed the next Poſt af- 
ter the | arriv'd that the Sitge was rais d—But the' by the Negligence of thePerſon 
F depend? to repair that Defeft which my Diſtance occafion'd, I fell into that 
Misfortune ; yet, Gentlemen, the Gueſſes at, and Inferences from the Affair of Thou- - 


lon, which I tos wnheppily ? in, might wery well atone | for chat Slip, and 
dves do fo in the Eyes of al Friend 
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